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ABSTRACT 

Increasing learners’ motivation and interest has always been the primary 

concern of many language teachers. The present study is devoted to examining the 

comparative effectiveness of task-based reading activities to enhance vocabulary for 

freshmen at the College of Mechanics and Metallurgy. In order to achieve this 

objective, theoretical and practical  research  is  carried  out.  In the theoretical 

background, the background of vocabulary and relevance to applying task-based 

reading activities to enhance vocabulary is summarized. An overview of the task- 

based approach that has been employing in foreign language teaching; especially in 

improving vocabulary is also introduced in this part. For the purpose of getting 

teachers’  and  students’  attitude  on  task-based  reading  activities  to  enhance 

vocabularies as well as frequency using techniques in presenting vocabulary at the 

College of Mechanics and Metallurgy, the author conducted three research methods 

namely survey, interview and classroom observation. Accordingly, the study was 

delivered questionnaires with 40 freshmen, interviewed 01 Head of English division 

and 03 English teachers and observed 10 English lessons taught by 05 teachers for 

freshmen at the College of Mechanics and Metallurgy. 

After collecting data and analyzing, the study revealed that (1) using task- based  

reading  activities  to  enhance  vocabulary for  freshmen  at  the  College  of Mechanics 

and Metallurgy are effective and inspired in motivating students to learn vocabularies; 

(2) applying this technique can decrease the anxiety of learners and enhance their self-

confidence and communication; (3) associated materials were not accessible  for  

applying  this  technique  to  promote  the  implementation  of  this instruction  for  

teachers  and  (4)  not  every  teacher  utilizes  task-based  reading operations to improve 

vocabulary in courses, or the frequency is irregular if it is used. 

Based on the outcomes of the study, the thesis strongly recommended that 

task-based method should be applied in reading activities to enhance vocabulary and 

there should be cooperation amongst teachers, students and administrators find it 

comfortable to fulfil their tasks. 
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PART I: INTRODUCTION 

1. Rationale  

In this context, in order to compete in a free-flowing labour market, fluency in 

English is one of the most significant advantages for people of all ages to 

communicate and create opportunities for integration. Therefore, in addition to 

professional knowledge, each person needs to equip themselves with good 

communication skills in English to access employment opportunities in the global 

environment. Similar to other non-native English speaking countries in the world, 

Vietnam increasingly puts importance on English as it is introduced into the school 

environment as a compulsory subject. Of which, vocabulary is one of the factors that 

play a very important role. It can be said that if we consider learning English as 

building a house, the vocabulary is to build the foundation for that house. Vocabulary 

is an element that combines the four abilities to speak, listen, read and write. 

Vocabulary knowledge is often considered an important factor in understanding the 

language and the number of words collected is closely related to the use of competent 

language. The National Reading Panel (NICHD, 2000) identified vocabulary as one 

of five major components of reading. Its importance to overall school success and 

more specifically to reading comprehension is widely documented (Baker, Simmons, 

& Kame’enui, 1998; Anderson & Nagy, 1991).  

The research object in this study is freshmen at the College of Mechanics and 

Metallurgy who are not specialized in English. For them, English is a compulsory 

subject at school. Freshmen in the non-English major schools such as the College of 

Mechanics and Metallurgy are facing difficulties in learning vocabulary due to lack 

of experience and fluency on communicating and using vocabulary in English 

speaking and writing. They tend to use simple words instead of what they have 

learned. In addition, the use of vocabulary is also an essential issue for evaluating the 

quality of an article. In writing skills, students often find it difficult to choose words 

that are both accurate and logical. Many of them shared that they are afraid of 

speaking English and face a lot of difficulties in writing examinations because of 

lacking vocabulary. Also, they have not found out an effective way to learn 

vocabulary. 


